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O ne of 

my 

favorite 

evergreen 

landscape 

shrubs, the 

boxwood is 

currently 

under attack 

in Northern 

Kentucky. 

This classic 

evergreen 

shrub brings to mind formal English 

gardens and beautiful sheered hedges 

and topiaries. 

Through breeding many boxwood 

cultivars and hybrids offered improved 

cold hardiness and worked great for our 

local landscapes. Over the years the 

boxwood was extensively planted 

(perhaps overplanted)  the past few 

decades in our area. 

The list of common insect and disease 

issues continues to grow and is impacting 

many of the residential plants throughout 

the Tristate area . Two fungal type 

diseases, Volutella and Macrophoma 

Blight are a couple that we have been 

dealing with for some time now .  

Unfortunately, boxwood blight is the latest 

disease and has become the most serious 

threat to boxwood in local landscapes 

throughout the region. Ultimately 

complete defoliation and complete 

dieback and the results of this fast-

progressing fungal disease. 

The boxwood 

insect pest list 

also 

unfortunately 

is growing 

with many 

samples being 

brought to the 

extension 

office .These 

include but 

are not limited 

to: box tree 

moth, boxwood leafminer, boxwood 

mite, boxwood psyllid and on occasion, 

oystershell scale.    

The spider mite an arachnid is also 

commonly encountered during the hot dry 

summer months. And can cause unsightly 

damage with extensive stippling of the 

foliage. 

The latest insect threat is the box tree 

moth which is native to East Asia. This 

invasive has been recently introduced 

from Canada to the United States 

according to the USDA. The box tree 

moth has become a serious invasive pest 

in Europe, where it continues to spread. 

The caterpillars feed mostly on boxwood 

and heavy infestations can defoliate entire 

plantings. 

Once the leaves eaten the larvae begin to 

consume the stems and bark, leading to 

the girdling of branches and plant death. 

In many local landscape situations, it may 

no longer be feasible to use boxwood in 

the wake of all this insect and disease 

pressure, particularly with the recent 

boxwood blight & both tree moth 

outbreaks. Below are a few alternatives 

that can be utilized if your landscape is 

facing these current insect and disease 

pressures. 

Alternative Species & Options 

• NewGen Boxwoods: cultivars 

‘Independence & ‘Freedom’ 

• Japanese Holly (Ilex crenata) 

• Inkberry (Ilex glabra) 

• Blue Holly (Ilex × meserveae) 

• Hybrid yews (Taxus × media) 

• Lower growing Junipers (‘Grey Owl’, 

‘Blue Star’) 
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H ere at the extension office we often 

get questions dealing with active 

ingredients in various pesticides. In 

particular there is a lot of confusion 

pertaining to herbicides. The first step is 

determining where the weed is a 

problem, such as in the lawn, landscape 

beds, vegetable garden etc. Where the 

weed is a problem will often determine 

the type herbicides to use for control and 

not damage other desirable plants that 

are close by.  

Next try to identify the weed if possible. 

Different herbicide formulations and 

application methods will control different 

weeds. If you use the wrong herbicide or 

apply it incorrectly, you are wasting both 

your time and money. Once your target 

weed has been identified you then you 

can determine which product and control 

method will be most effective. 

Below are some of the common types or 

categories of herbicides that can be 

utilized. 

Preemergence 

herbicides are 

applied to weed-free 

to prevent annual 

weed problems by 

killing germinating 

weed seeds. For 

example, pre-

emergence herbicides 

should be applied to 

lawns to prevent 

problems with 

crabgrass or winter 

annual weeds. 

Postemergence 

herbicides are 

applied to the actively 

growing weeds to 

control current weed 

problems 

Selective 

herbicides will just 

kill the weeds and not 

the ornamentals or 

turf grasses when applied over all the 

plants in an area. Products with the active 

ingredient 2-4D are commonly used in 

lawns situations. 

Nonselective herbicides will kill any 

plant they come in contact with. These 

are useful for “total kill” situations such as 

total lawn renovation. These products 

(glyphosate) can also be used in “spot 

treating” for specific weeds in lawns and 

landscape beds. 

Contact herbicides only kill the part of 

the plant that it comes in contact with. 

These will not kill below-ground parts 

such as roots when sprayed on the 

foliage. These are commonly used on 

annual type weeds. 

Systemic herbicides are applied to the 

foliage where they are absorbed into the 

plant’s vascular system. These products 

kill all parts of the weed including the 

below ground roots, rhizomes etc. These 

are th best to use on perennial type 

weeds such as dandelions etc. 

So basically, you first need to know the type 

of weed you are trying to control. Secondly 

the location or area in which it is growing to 

determine the best herbicide and method of 

control.  By using this method, you can 

effectively choose the appropriate herbicide 

by looking carefully at the labeling or talking 

to horticulture professionals, such as 

extension horticulture agents and staff. And 

always remember to completely read and 

understand the label of any herbicide. If 

herbicides are used improperly, you can 

often have more problems besides the 

weeds! 

 
 
 

Sarah Imbus 
Campbell County Extension Agent for  

Horticulture Education 

Terri Turner 
Campbell County Extension Technician 

 for Horticulture Education 

Joseph Smith 
Campbell County Extension Technician 

 for Horticulture Education 

The College of Agriculture, Food and 
Environment is an Equal Opportunity 

Organization with respect to education and 
employment and authorization to provide 
research, education information and other 

services only to individuals and institutions that 
function without regard to economic or social 
status and will not discriminate on the bases of 

race, color, ethnic origin, creed, religion, 
political belief, sex, sexual orientation, gender 
identity, gender expression, pregnancy, marital 

status, genetic information, age, veteran status, 
or physical or mental disability. Inquiries 
regarding compliance with Title VI and Title VII 

of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the 
Educational Amendments, Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act and other related matter 

should be directed to Equal Opportunity Office, 
College of Agriculture, Food and Environment, 
University of Kentucky, Room S-105, 

Agriculture Science Building, North Lexington, 
Kentucky 40546, the UK Office of Institutional 
Equity and Equal Opportunity, 13 Main 

Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 
40506-0032 or US Department of Agriculture, 
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 

1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, 
D.C. 20250-9410.   

The Right Herbicide for the Right Situation 

https://publications.ca.uky.edu/files/ID128.pdf


Page 4 - May / June 2025                         Campbell County Cooperative Extension Service   |   859-572-2600 

 
Garden Calendar: May - June 

Heavy clay soils can be 

improved by adding 

organic matter, such 

as top dressing, 

with compost or well-

rotted manure. This will 

improve drainage and 

provide more 

appropriate water 

holding capacity. 

Organic material will also 

add additional nutrients 

to your soil.  

https://

publications.ca.uky.edu/

sites/

publications.ca.uky.edu/

files/agr203.pdf 

 

In early to mid-May, 

make your first plantings 

of warm season veggies 

like green beans, lima 

beans, cucumbers, 

pumpkins, peppers, 

tomato transplants, and 

watermelons 

https://

kentuckyhortnews.com/

2019/03/15/what-is-

the-difference-between-

cool-season-and-warm-

season-vegetables/ 

 

 

 

To attract hummingbirds, 

plant bee balm, lobelia, 

cleome, columbine, 

delphinium, four-o’clocks, 

impatiens, petunias and 

trumpet vine. 

https://

publications.ca.uky.edu/

files/for97.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mow tall fescue at a 2-3” 

height; mow Kentucky 

Bluegrass at 2-2½”, and 

perennial ryegrass at 1-

2”. Always keep the 

mower blade sharp to 

prevent tearing the grass 

blades. 

https://

publications.ca.uky.edu/

files/AGR209.pdf 

https://publications.ca.uky.edu/sites/publications.ca.uky.edu/files/agr203.pdf
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Invasive Species 

Citizen Science 

Program 

You are the key! 

Kentucky Office of the State 

Entomologist 

Welcome to 2025! We have known for 

years that it is you, the public, that are 

usually the first to find unwanted 

pests.  Until now, it has been 

challenging to involve you in our 

programs.  Your involvement is vital in 

our survey work!  With the availability in 

survey technologies, we are more able 

to involve you, as a citizen scientist, to keep out or slow the spread of unwanted pests.  

What is a citizen science? Specifically, citizen science is when the public voluntarily helps conduct scientific research.  These data 

help professional scientists and resource managers answer scientific questions and solve important problems. And the activity helps 

participants build meaningful connections to science.  

2022 was our inaugural year for implementing a citizen scientist program to help us to keep out or slow the spread of unwanted 

pests in Kentucky!  As you know, commerce and people are able to move more readily around the world which increases our risk of 

bringing unwanted pests that can be devastating to our Kentucky landscape.  

https://entomology.ca.uky.edu/ef618
https://plantpathology.ca.uky.edu/files/ppfs-fr-t-27.pdf
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K entucky will be the epicenter for the 

emergence of Brood XIV of 17-year 

periodical cicadas this spring. Periodical 

cicadas have appeared in Western 

Kentucky counties over the past few 

years, but the largest emergence area for 

2025 will occur across most of Central 

and Eastern Kentucky.  

While these time-keeping, red-eyed 

insects are not harmful to humans or pets, 

their egg-laying habits could damage the 

branches of young trees and shrubs. Tree 

netting is the most effective, non-invasive 

way to protect your landscaping and fruit 

trees.   

The 17-year periodical cicadas are 

expected to emerge from the soil to molt 

into their flying, adult form in late April to 

early May, when the soil warms to the 

mid-60s. Periodical cicadas emerge much 

earlier than annual cicadas and in greater 

numbers.   

Cicadas do not bite or sting, and the 

feeding habits of the adults do not 

damage plants. Some may 

find the abundance of molted 

shells and loud, near 

deafening singing a nuisance, 

while others will enjoy this 

pageantry of nature. The 

periodical cicadas’ choral 

song, however, is a cue to 

protect landscaping and 

orchards.   

Female cicadas will lay their 

eggs into the new, lower 

branches of several species 

after mating: apple, 

arborvitae, ash, beech, berry 

and grape vines, crab apple, 

cherry, dogwood, hickory, 

holly, maple, lilacs, magnolia, 

oak, peach, pear, rose 

bushes, spirea 

and willows are 

the most likely 

targets.  

The cicada’s ovipositor is 

long and sharp, and they 

will inject 200 to 600 

eggs into the stem tissue. 

This “flagging” may cause 

the tender branches to 

snap. The fallen branch 

makes for a much 

shorter journey for the 

hatching nymphs from 

egg to soil but is not 

beneficial for the 

growing tree. Once the 

eggs hatch, the 

nymphs will feed on 

root sap, and a heavy 

population of nymphs 

in the soil may also 

impact the tree’s root 

system.  

While using 

insecticides may be 

less costly, the 

safest and most 

effective way to prevent tree and shrub 

damage is by using cicada netting, which 

prevents females from laying their eggs. 

Netting is suggested for use on new and 

smaller trees and should be installed 

when the cicadas begin to sing, about 

mid-May for most of the area. Trees that 

are established in the landscape—too tall 

to net for most people— will grow 

throughout the egg-laying period.  

More information can be found at the 

University of Kentucky Martin-Gatton 

College of Agriculture, Food and 

Environment publication here: https://

entomology.ca.uky.edu/ef446.    

You can also contact your Campbell 

County Cooperative Extension office for 

more information on protecting trees and 

shrubs from cicadas.   

Periodical Cicadas Emerge Across Kentucky this Spring:  

How to protect your trees and shrubs  
Source: Jonathan Larson, Entomology Extension Associate  

https://publications.ca.uky.edu/sites/publications.ca.uky.edu/files/ent52.pdf
https://publications.ca.uky.edu/sites/publications.ca.uky.edu/files/ent52.pdf
https://publications.ca.uky.edu/sites/publications.ca.uky.edu/files/ent52.pdf
https://publications.ca.uky.edu/sites/publications.ca.uky.edu/files/ent52.pdf
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